"Why  don't  they  ask  us  teens  how  we  feel 
about  things  instead  of  just  making  decisions 
for  us. "  Sound  familiar  ?  Complaining  to  your 
friends  won't  help,  but  you  can  change  things 

YOU'VE  GOT  THE  POWER 

•  To  make  your  opinions  heard 

•  To  influence  adult  decision  makers 

•  To  make  the  public  more  aware  of  teen 
concerns  and  issues 

•  To  help  your  peers  prevent  teenage 
pregnancy  and  other  problems  of  youth 

The  best  source  of  information  about  teen  is- 
sues is  teens  themselves.  Your  opinion  mat- 
ters. Adults  and  your  peers  will  listen  if  you 
know  how  to  get  your  message  across.  You 
can  make  changes  in  things  that  affect  you. 

"  When  a  teen  mother  shows  up  at  my  office 
with  her  baby  and  says,  'please  don 't  cut  pro- 
grams, 1  it  shows  me  she  cares,  and  I  listen  to 
what  she  has  to  say"  Senator  Salvatore  Al- 
bano,  Somerville 

"When  J  first  went  to  the  State  House  I  thougl 
no  one  would  listen  to  a  teen.  Then  I  went  tc 
visit  the  senator  from  my  area.  She  was 
friendly  and  helpful.  In  fact,  the  following 
school  year  I  arranged  to  do  an  internship  a, 
my  senator's  office.  "Torn  Baron,  teen  from 
Chicopee,  MA 


YOU  CAN  JOIN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
YOUTH  NETWORK  TEEN  BOARD 

The  Teen  Board  gives  teens  a  chance  to  meet 
their  peers  from  other  communities  and  share 
their  ideas,  concerns  and  experiences  with 
each  other.  The  Board  decides  on  and  helps 
to  organize  Massachusetts  Youth  Network  ac- 
tivities. 

The  Board  meets  every  few  months.  The 
Board  belongs  to  teens,  and  it  can't  work  with- 
out you  because... 

YOU'VE  GOT  THE  POWER 

If  you  want  more  information  about  the 
Network,  or  would  like  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Teen  Board.  Write  or  call: 

Leslie  Mandel 

Mass.  Youth  Network 
Office  For  Children 
10  West  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  727-8900  ext.  153 


WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO  ? 


There  are  many  ways  to  reach  your  legisla- 
tors, community  leaders,  school  officials,  your 
peers  and  people  in  general.  You  can... 

•  write  letters 

•  make  phone  calls 

•  set  up  meetings  with  adult  decision  makers 

•  write  petitions  and  get  signatures 

•  set  up  and  run  events  to  make  everyone 
more  aware  of  teen  problems 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS  YOUTH  NETWORK 
CAN  HELP 


We  can  give  you  tips  on  how  to  write  letters 
and  where  to  send  them,  whom  to  call,  and 
how  to  set  up  successful  meetings  and  other 
events.  We  can  also  help  you  get  your  mes- 
sage to  other  teens  from  all  over  Massachu- 
setts. 


WHAT  ELSE  DOES  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
YOUTH  NETWORK  HELP  DO  ? 

•  The  Network  urges  adult  groups  to  include 
teens  in  their  work  on  teen  issues. 

•  The  Network  organizes  events  for  teens  to 
speak  out  and  meet  their  peers  from 
around  the  state. 

•  The  Network  goes  to  schools,  after-school 
programs,  community  groups,  etc.  to  teach 
teens  how  they  can  be  a  part  of  government 
and  influence  adult  decision  makers. 


•  The  Network  provides  information  on 
legislation  and  other  issues  that  affect  teens. 
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